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EXCLUSIVE

STORY, PAGE 2

Two firms
bid to build
our stadium

Two contractors have been
chosen to move to the next
: e e T stage of the tender for the

- " e AT Macquarie Point stadium,

: il LILLL announced by Minister Eric
Abetz on Sunday and getting
: . : i the nod by Civil Contractors
-t -'li'-tihp'n R A N e e 0 4 e O : . Federation Tasmania.

: - ' —ee—— “The combination of a clear
master plan and two capable
tenderers give industry
confidence that Macquarie
Point is moving from concepl
toreality,” CCF boss Andrew
Winch said.

REPORT, PAGE 7

Plibersek’s
blistering

~ Afleetof “fl*_.ring” fErrIes could %E’ﬁh.ﬁ“

~ criss-crossing the River Derwent and.=
-.-carrying passengers as far as New Norfolk ;

underan eye-catching plan to establisha

passenger service using an “entirely new

mode of transport”.

~ TheMercury can exclusively reveal that
local engineer Cameron McCulloch, a

veteran of therenewable energy sector,

has partnered with New Zealand

Federal Labor fronthencher
Tanya Plibersek has launched
a scathing critique of right
wing parties, accusing them of
inflaming “culture wars” and
peddling a “politics of division”
threatening Australian values,
Cn Sunday, the federal
minister addressed day two of
the Tasmanian Labor Party's

state conference, the first in
sEVen vears.
She also paid tribute to the

hydrofoil manufacturer Vessevinan
.- audacious bid to launch his own fully

battery-electric ferry service in Hobart. : e, - e S late Patti Warn, Tasmanian
: Labor's first female state
ROB INGLIS REPORTS, PAGES 4-5 secretary.
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04 NEWS

Illness
‘worse
than

Covid’

Alison Foletta

More than 50,000 T asmanians
will have federally funded ac-
cess 1o the first vaccine for a
respiratory  disease that can
fee ] “worse than flu or Covid™.

The first respiratory syncyti-
al virus (R8V) vaccine, called
AREXNY, will soon be avail-
able on the Mational Immunis-
ation Program, amnd available
for freefor Australians aged 75
and over, amnd Aboriginal amd
Taorres Strait Islander people
aged 60 and over from May 5.

T his includes 52 000 Tasma-
nians like Glenorchy gramd-
mother Beth Jovee, who said
RSV left her struggling to
breathe and unable to walk
shortdistances

Ms Joyee, T8 got sick over
Christmas, her sympboms got
rapidly worse arwl she spent a
wieek inhospital.

While in hospital, Ms Joyee
needed oxypen and significant
meedical support, and she said it
was worse than the flu or Covid
and the virus had "knocked the
wird out of mee”.

RSV Is a common, conta-
gious respiratory virus, often
mistaken a5 a cold In older
people, it can lead to serious
complications like pneumonia
andcanbe fatal.

Itis four times more likely 1o
be fatal in older adults com-
pared with yvoung children
ursder five

Even after being released
from hospital care, Ms Joyce
needed months of oxyeen sup-
port and physiotherapy.

Shelosta huge partof her in-
dependence being unable to
drive, meaning she could ot
visit her hushand who lives in
aged care.

s Jowee said she was un-
aware K5V could seriously af-
fect older adults, and wanted to
help spread greater awWareness
about the virus and its impact.

The RSV vaccine will be
given by a GP or pharmadst

Immunisation Fourndation
Australia  executive  director
Catherine Hughes  said  this
new addition to NIP showed
“immunisation is a lifelong
stratepy, which doesn't stop at
childhood”.

“It will help to protect older
adults from serious respiratory
illess while preventing avoid-
able hospital admissions and
exing pressures on the health
system during peak respiratory
seasons,” shesaid

RobInglis

A fleet of ying” ferries could
5000 be crisscrossing the River
Drerwent and carrying passen-
gers a5 far as Mew Morfolk
under an eve-catching plan to
establiEh a passenger service
using an “entively new mode

which can be traced back to
are
retrmesd for the fins mounted to
the underside of thelr halls.
The fine fumction like aero-
plane wings, lifting the boats
out of the water as they gather
speed, giving them the appear-

19th-century  Frandge,

ance of flving.

of transport™

The Mercury can exclus-
ively reveal that local engineer
Cameron McCulloch, a vet-
eran of the renewable energy
sector, has partnered with
Mew Zealand hydrofoil manu-
facturer Vessev in an aud-
acious bid to launch his own
fully batte ry-electric ferry ser-

Mr MceCullochs new tech
start-up, Fly Derwent, has or-
dered one of Vewsev's flagship
¥5-9 boats — a nine-metre,
26 ro-emission catamaran with
a top speed of 30 knots {about
Shkmv'h) and the capacity to
seat B0 people It's set to be
used for passenger trials and is
expectedtoarrivein Tasmania

Alrheimerdrugshalled as the
first-aver dementia
treatments do not work, a
IMia oF feview claims.

But eritics say the report is
flawed and ignores decades
of progress.

Therowcomes after
scientists atthe prestigious
Britich Cochrane policy
institute reviewed 17 trials
involving 20,000 patients
who took drugs to flush tosic
arrryloid proteins from their

vice in Hobart.

brains. Bulld-up of the
proteins causes Alzheimers
diesaze the Nolcauseol
dementia.

The review found no
significantimprovement in
patients’ memaories and no
signthe drugs could slow or
stop dementia.

However, British charities
said thelateststudy lumpead
together results from old,
lailed drugs together with
nawer, batter ones.

Hydrofoils, the invention of

Alzheimers data flawed

inearly 2027

Fly Derwent has also re-

served Tour V5125, whidh are
still in development and would
fit 30 passengers, with Mr
MeCulloch boping these, too,
can be rolled out on the Der-
went if the initial V5-9 trials
prove successful.

The craft are zaid to offer-a
smooth and silent journey for
commuters —even those prone
o seasickness

According to Mr MceCu-
Hoch, the electric hydrofoil
network would be up to 90 per
cent cheaper to operate than a
diesel ferry service.

“It'sanentirely new mode of

transport that enables us to
use waterways in a way that is
more like a metro system than
a ferryservice,” he said.
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The entrepreneur said the
boats didn't require terminals
ard could theoretically use
any stardard jetty for board-
ing andl disembarking while
charging infrastructure could
be installed at some sites and
ramps added for accessibility
[FLITHISES.

“The thing about this |pro-
posal is it's adaptable and scal-
able,” Mr MceCulloch said.

“We're actually really open
to proving and trialling it and

demonstrating .. a number of
different routes  amd  loca-
o

Effectively generating no
wake, hydrofoils benefit from
reduced drag, which enable
them to reach higher speeds

Audacious plan to give commuters a

‘FLYING’ FERRIES

than traditional ferries, while
also limiting impact on sensi-
tive environments such as riv-
erbanks

Another benefit of a fully
electrified transport network
wierttld bee its “insulation” from
the volatile fuel market, par-
ticularly intimes of global un-
certainty, Mr MeCulloch said

It fully implemented, the
Hohart  hydrofoil — service
would cover a span of 60km,
allthe way from Mew Motfolk
to Opossum Bay, initially pro-
viding small-scale commuter
and tourism offerings, with a
base on the Hobart water front.

It could potentially operate
as an “Uber-like” on-demand
service, hMr MeCulloch said,

Foreign language teaching lost for words

Darcy Fitzgerald

A shrinking cobort of Austra-
liary students are studying foe-
eign languages atschool

MNew research reveals just 76
per cent of Avssie students
study a foreign language in year
12, dovwn by a thind since 2000,

In Europe, 99 per cent of
students study a forelgn lan-
guage in their final yvear,

Indonesian has the lowest
retention rate of just 37 per

cent, with  overall student
numbers shrinking 25 per cent,
according to the most recent
government schools data.

Indonesian, German  amd
Greek have suffered some of
the steepest declines, but Asian
languages, such as Japanese
ard Chinese, and Spanish have
shot ugy in popularcity.

Owverall, the number of stu-
dents studying foreign bngua-
pes has increased -just above
population growth levels

Across Australia, it is com-
vy Tor s tudents to learn a var-
ety of languages, sometimes
for only ore terny, ofte n deter-
mined by which languape
teacher schonls recelve.

In submissions to a senate
inquiry on Asian studies, Pro-
fessor Heather Zwidier from
the University of Qe ens lamd
warned that “Asia capahility is
not  simply  an educatioral
aspiration; Its a Sovereign
capability essential to Austra-

lias security, prosperity amd
diplomaticinfluence”.

The Australian Federation
of Modern Language Teachers
Associations  (AFMLTA) s
calling for a co-ordinated na-
ticnal approach to languapge
learning toodrive reforma

Boththe Education Minister
Jason Clare and Foreign Min-
ister Penny Wong said foreign
language learning was a way to
open doors and better conmed
with our region.
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fully electric service along the Derwent

SET FOR HOBAR

giving passengers the oppor-
tunity to order a ferey for a di-
rect pick-up.

Fly Derwent ha mooted
Sandy Bay and Kingston as
possible destinations to show-
case how an urban commuter
hydrofoil network could work
inpractice.

Rather thancompeting with
thee Derwent Ferry, Mr McCu-
Noch was adarmant his project
wiorild be “100 per cent oomip-
lementary” and relieve pres-
sure . on  the spon-to-he-
expanded publicly -run service.

A number of financing. op-
tions are in play for the pro-
posed new network, including
leasing arrange ments amd pri-
vate investment Its anticl-

pated Fly Derwent would re-
tain owrsership of the flest but
conteact an external operator
b ruirs thee service.

Hydrofoils were used for
water transport in the latter
half of the 20th century, in-
cluding in Sydney, before they
fell out of favour in the 19905
due to high operating costa

But  electrification. has
prompted a reassessment of
the afts commercial vi-
ahility for passenger transport,
along with advances in foil ge-
ometry, sensor technology,
computing power, amnd build-

ing materials
Mew Zealand's leading ferry
operator, Fullers3640,

laumnched a V59 service on

Waitemata Harbour in Auck-
land last wear, while Vessey
has also partmered with a
Western  Australian  marine
tech business to deliver a tour-
ism experience on Perth’s
Swan River from 20, with
plans to eventually introduoe
Commuter routes.

Vessey CEO Eric Laak-
mann, an electrical engineer
who was instrumental in
[aunching the first Apple
Watch, will be in Hobart on
Monday to help Mr MceCu-
lleech pitch his idea to stake-
olders.

He said the Fly Derwent
progpusal was the first stepin a
worldwide shift towards urban
waterborne transport.

Vessevoo-founder and CEO Eric Laakmann will beinHobart on
Monday to pitch a proposal for an electric hydrofoil passenger
transportnetwork on the River Derwent, and, left and below,
proposed designs of thenew fermy network for the River Derwent.

“With projects mow under-
way in both Tasmania and
Perth, we're seeing genuine
momentum build in Austra-
lia,” Mr Laakmanm said.

"Almost every major. city
has waterways sitting largely
unused for passenger trans-
port and electric hydrofoiling
changesthat”

Fly Derwent is also explor-
ing whether it could partner
with a local manufacturer to
build Vessev's culting-edge
VE8-12%in Tasmania.

it’s hoped comme reial certi-
fication can be obtained from
the Australian Maritime Safe-
ty Authority to deploy the hiy-
drofols  on the Derwent,
provided planning and enwvi-

granted.

these regulatory hurdles can
be cleared prior to the arcival
of the first ferry in Hobart next
year.

currently under way inahand-
ful of European cities, includ-
focus s on getting 3 Hohart
believes there's potential to

expand throughout the state

ally want this to be a Tasmani-
anthing”

ronmental approvals are also

M MeCulloch is optimistic

Trial passenger services
using electric hydrofoils are

ing Stockholm amd Oslo.
And while Mr McCulloch's

network up and running, he

*1 don't want It to feel too
Hobhart-centric,” he said 1 re-
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Meghan
‘spins

threads
of gold’

Mara Siegler

Mephan Markle has been ac-
cused of using her Australian
tour with Prince Harry to pro-
reote her clothing.

“The COueen must be rolling
over in her grave,” a sSource
close to the roval family said.

Early last week the Duchess
of Sussex launched a page on
fashion platform CoeldT that
allows users to check out her
wardrobe, with many of the
iterms  being
worn during
the couple’s |
Visit.

An inves-
bor i Ehee sites
she also re-
potedly  re-
Celves a
percentage
of the sales

On Friday an image of her
smiling while meeting with
survivors of the Bondi terror
attack that left 15 people dead
was posted on the site prorma =
ing her outfit —a Matteau das-
sic stripe shirt (§440) Rolla's
sailor jeans ($139), a PJ Femme
sweater {($670) and Freda Sal-
vador sneakers ($298).

The image was removed the
sarme day amnd replaced with a
picture of Meghan on a street
in the sanme look.

A spokesmian for her said:
“Meghan wore that outfit all
day during daytime hours yes-
terday, induding times when
she was enjoying Svdney and
onaboating trip.

“Oneff does sometimes
pull (imapes of stars) from
(photo  agency) Getty, hut
MMeghan’s team has been work=
ing closely with them to make
sire theyre using approved
photography amd correcting as
needed.”

When Meghan launched her
page it included an image of her
at the Roval Children’s Hospi-
fal in Melbourne meeting with
children who suffer from can-
cer and other serious oondi-
fions — showeasing a Priscilla
dress by Karen Gee RTW
($1250), Puffy Hearts stud ear-
rings by Real Fine Studio{$780)
and iridescent leathe rpumps by
Christian Dior ($120).

“The idea that these termi-
nally il children have come out
to greet vou because you're a
member of the roval family ...
ard hours later you're promot-
ing yvour “hospital look’ for
money,” the source said.

BRS attacks the ‘spectacle’ of his war crimes arrest

Chelsea Bunting

Ben Eoberts-Smith has
slammed the Australian Ped-
eral Police's decision to arrest
him so publidy in front of his
family as an “unnecessary
spectacle”, as he vowed tofight
the war crimes charges laid
agaimsthim.

Australia’s mwost decorated
living soldier used hisfirst pub-
lic statement since being
charged with five counts of

war- rime murder to declare
his innocence and thank his
SUppOrters.

Roberts-Smith said he and
his family had been “subject to
a decade-long ampaign to
convinee Australians that Pve
acted improperly in my service
in Afghanistan”.

*As I'vealways maintained, 1
categorically deny all of these
allegations, and while 1 would
have preferred these charges
ot be brought, T will betaking

this opporunity to finally clear
my name,” he said.
Heslammed the “deliberate,
sensational arrest” at Sydney
Ajrport on April 7, which hap-
pereed in full view of his two
teenage daughters, and called
itan “unnecessary specacle”
“1 understand this journey
will be long. T urkderstand this
Jjourmey will be difficult, but 1
can promise everybody that 1
have never run froma fight in
oy Life, I will reever give ug, amd

I will always be in the fight,”
Roberts-Smith said.

Hedeclared he was proud of
his service in Afghanistan and
that he had always acted within
his valwes, his training and the
rules of engagement

“I'm alsoextremely prowd of
all of the men and women that
served alongside me in Af
phanistan, amd their service
ardl sacrifice should never be
forgotten, particularly those
who made the ultimate sacri-

fice, many of whom were my
friends,” e said

“T'd also like to take this
opportunity to thank millions
of Australiane who have
reached out to mee, publicly and
privately, toooffer their support
ard well wishes It means a
great deal to me, amd s
extrenely hurmbling.”

Roberts-Smith, who lives on
the Gold Coast, was released
on stejiet bail conditicns  on
Friday.
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